














Charlsa Bentley comes to Cancer Connection 
with a desire to help those affected by cancer and 
who are in need of support.  In 1972, Charlsa 
graduated from Texas Tech University with a 
B.A. in Bi-Lingual Secretarial Administration, 
specializing in French.  Her professional life 
has been spent between the two cities of Austin 
and Houston. After moving to Austin in 1994, 
Charlsa worked as a health law paralegal until 
her retirement in 1999.

Since then, Charlsa’s volunteering efforts have 
been directed toward patient advocacy, especially 
for those struggling with cancer. Throughout her 
volunteering years, she has held a number of 
roles and positions with organizations such as 
American Cancer Society, Cancer Connection, 
Patients’ Assistance League, Texas HEART, and 
Texas Cancer Council. With regards to Cancer 
Connection, Charlsa has received immeasurable 
gratification and fulfillment from the people she 
has met along the way.  

Charsla explains what drew her to Cancer Con-
nection: “When my late husband was diagnosed 
with cancer, I went to a support group.” From 
that moment on, she knew that she never wanted 
“anyone to walk the cancer journey alone.”  

Charlsa first joined Cancer Connection as a 
volunteer. She tells an unusual story about her 

first experience with 
us. “When I went to 
the Cancer Connection 
volunteer training, I 
discovered that I knew 
Bill Greif (co-founder 
of Cancer Connection). 
We were in the same 
high school class. Who 
would have known that 
decades down the road our paths would cross 
again because of our similar desires to help 
others.” In addition to being a trained volunteer, 
Charlsa continues to offer her talents by serving 
as Secretary of the Board.  

Whenever she gets a chance, Charlsa and her 
husband, Mark, take pleasure in traveling, read-
ing, watching sports, and being in the water. 
They both love going to their family place on 
Lake Buchanan and relaxing on the boat. Charlsa 
is also an avid tennis player.  Both she and Mark 
enjoy spending several hours either on the tennis 
courts hitting balls back and forth or watching 
tennis tournaments live or on television. Charlsa 
truly believes that Cancer Connection is all about 
uniting cancer patients, cancer survivors, and 
family members under a common goal – helping 
people from all walks of life cope with cancer.
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